
THE UUS NEWS

A DIVERSE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY THAT TOUCHES 

HEARTS, CHANGES LIVES, AND TRANSFORMS THE WORLD.

Sunday Services
A social hour follows the 10 am service.

September 2019’s Spiritual Theme is “Expectation”
September 1st: ”Labor Day,” Dan Gall and Joe Brisben
A service led by UUS Worship Associates Dan Gall and Joe Brisben 
will be followed by a potluck picnic on the UUS patio. See page 3 
for details on the potluck.

September 8th: ”Gathering the Waters,” 
Rev. Diane Dowgiert
We come together as an entire multi-generational community to 
pour water into a common bowl as a symbol of the life we share 
together. As you collect water to bring to the service, take a moment 
to consider what intentions you bring to the shared life of the 
Unitarian Universalist Society. After the service, those who have lost 
a loved one during the past year are invited to gather in the memorial 
garden area. We will use the water to bless the memory of those who 
have gone before.

September 15th: “Talking Bout My Generation,” 
Rev. Diane Dowgiert
The generation in which we are born and raised shapes our 
expectations for how life should be. This interactive service will 
explore the experiences, gifts, and challenges of the diverse 
generations present in our UU congregations today.

September 22nd: “Great Expectations,” 
Rev. Diane Dowgiert
The poet Robert Browning noted: “A person’s reach should exceed 
their grasp, or what’s a heaven for.” There is power in holding high 
expectations, even when they seem impossible. By striving toward 
aspirations, we call out the best of who we are. Sometimes our 
expectations are unconsciously held, the ones we have of ourselves 
and the ones we have for others. Today we’ll look at how expectations 
can be used to make a better world. 

September 29th: “Keepin’ It Real,” 
Rev. Diane Dowgiert
Experts who study happiness find that we are unhappy when our 
expectations exceed reality. In other words, keeping expectations 
realistic is key to happiness. What might this mean during a 
ministerial search? Rev. Diane will offer her perspective, speaking 
from her point of view as a minister.

September’s Social Justice Offerings Benefit 
The Emma Goldman Clinic

Clinic staff and volunteers provide respectful, client-
centered healthcare to women, men, and teens. They 
welcome individuals with diverse gender and sexual 
expression and offer total support of pregnancy choices. 
The clinic’s services are particularly valuable in this 
difficult time when so many people are facing obstacles 
to reproductive care.
Cash or check donations can be given on Sundays, online 
through Realm, or mailed to the office. (Write checks to 
UUS, with Emma Goldman on the memo line.) You can 
also text “GivetoUUSIC Offering $--” to 73256.
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Sunday Attendance
August 4th:  164 total: 145 service, 19 RE
August 11th:  161 total: 147 service, 14 RE
August 18th:  141 total: 123 service, 18 RE
August 25th:  153 total: 123 service, 30 RE



 
Congregational News and Events

From the Interim Minister’s 
Study
Expectation is the theme for 
September—fitting for this year 
of ministerial search here at the 
Unitarian Universalist Society. 
The calling of a new minister is a 
sacred trust and a deep expression 
of congregational polity. It’s 
an exciting time in the life of a 
congregation. There’s a sense of 
anticipation for what may come, a 

time of expectancy. 

There are two sides to the coin of expectation. People tend 
to live up to the expectations we have of them. Holding high 
expectations of ourselves and each other can bring out the best 
in all of us. The flip side of the coin is that unrealistic expectations 
lead to disappointment and unhappiness. This is especially true 
when our expectations are unconsciously held, and therefore, 
unexamined. When expectations are not commonly shared or 
clearly stated, let’s just say—things can get messy. 

We live in the tension between these two—holding high 
expectations while also keeping things real. 

This is part of the spiritual journey: clarifying expectations and 
setting intentions. Having high expectations isn’t enough. We 
must also set intentions for what we will do and how we will be 
while living into our great expectations.

This time of interim ministry, the time that I am with you, is an 
intentional time, that is, a time when we can be adventurous 
and experiment with new ideas and new ways of being together. 

The annual Gathering of the Waters is a UU ritual of communion. 
It will happen on Sunday, September 8th this year, a time for 
setting our intentions for the year ahead. In this expectant 
year, what intentions do you hold for yourself and for your 
congregation?

Then, on September 15th, there will be small changes to 
your accustomed order of service. The service will begin 
with congregational singing, promptly, at 10 am. The time for 
greeting will occur at the end of the service before moving into 
the Fellowship Hall. Your Worship Associates and I hope these 
changes will make for a more seamless service and for a deeper 
experience on Sunday morning.

It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to be on this journey with 
you. I expect that this will be a fruitful year.

Yours in the interim,

Rev. Diane 

Stewardship Team Report
Our Roots: Our Identity, Our Community, Our Future

We are anchored by our roots. They sustain our identity—
providing nourishment and structure to our interactions with 
the larger world. As Unitarian Universalists, we have chosen 
the roots that sustain us in the larger community. We have 
given them structure and identity in our principles and our 
community’s activities. Our community shares a vision and 
mission that is dependent on our shared resources for substance 
and advancement. Without each of our contributions, we leave 
opportunities under-resourced—opportunities for fellowship, 
support, education, and social justice. Yes, your volunteer 
hours are critical, but so is your support of utilities, social 
services, salaries, educational materials, and association fees. 

This year’s Stewardship Campaign also has the potential to 
strengthen our position as we search for our settled minister. 
We want to send a clear message that we are a vibrant and 
flourishing congregation. Please mark your calendars for our 
Canvas Kick Off on Sunday, October 13th, and our Commitment 
Celebration and Feast on Sunday, November 17th.

Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) Report
The Beyond Categorical Thinking (BCT) Sermon and Workshop 
will occur Sunday, October 6th. Keith Kron, UUA Transitions 
Director, will give the sermon and then will facilitate the three-
hour workshop from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm. A light lunch will be 
provided. BCT is an anti-oppression program designed to help 
congregations in the ministerial search process. Issues around 
race/ethnicity, gender/gender identity, visible and invisible 
disabilities and health concerns as well as sexual orientation 
will be addressed. By completing the program, congregations 
send a message to all members and to potential ministers about 
their commitment to full equality and to ongoing learning about 
anti-oppression. All UUS members are urged to attend. Every 
Ministerial Search Committee member will be there. The link 
to RSVP to Beyond Categorical Thinking is: bit.ly/UUS_BCT.

The MSC has also completed the Congregational Survey 
and opened it up to the congregation on Sunday, 
August 25th. The survey may be completed online at
bit.ly/UUSMinisterialSearchSurvey. Printed copies are available 
at UUS. Members of the congregation will have until noon on 
September 15th to complete it.

CYRE Programs Kickoff in September!
Our 2019-2020 Children and Youth Religious Education 
(CYRE) programs kickoff this month! We’ll have:
• Spirit Play for PreK-K
• Soul Matters Studios for 1st through 4th Graders
• Riddle and Mystery for 5th and 6th Graders
• Jr. High OWL for 7th and 8th Graders
• Jr. High Youth Group
• Sr. High Youth Group
Families that are registered with the RE program should have 
received an email with details and meeting days and times of 
each group. If you have any questions, please contact Jessica, 
education@uusic.org. Paper copies of the CYRE flyer are also 
available at the welcome table each Sunday.
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Finance Committee Report
Thank you to everyone who responded to our letter in July 
regarding our projected budget shortfall for 2019! Many of 
you made additional gifts or increased your pledging to help 
us close the gap. Your support is greatly appreciated. It will be 
difficult to know how much of a deficit we’ll end up with until 
the year ends and all income and expenses are in, but it’s clear 
from your response that you are listening and stepping up to 
help maintain our fiscal health.

As reported earlier, we have congregational approval to cover 
any budget shortfall this year with existing cash reserves, so 
although we are closely monitoring our financial situation and 
making careful choices about spending in 2019 and in the 
drafting of the 2020 budget, we want to be clear that UUS’s 
overall financial health is stable. 

2020 and possibly the years beyond will continue to be tight 
budget years as we work to increase our income to catch up 
with expenses, but we anticipated this when we made the 
bold move to build a new, big, and beautiful building with 
expanded staff to support expanded programming. Like a newly 
transplanted tree, we need to establish and extend our roots 
before we can blossom and fruit. 

How can you help us succeed?

• Ensure your 2019 pledge is paid in full this year (or make one 
with the office if you haven’t already!). Pay your pledge off 
early or increase your giving if you’re able.

• Be thinking now about your capacity to give in 2020, and 
watch for ways to get involved in the Stewardship Campaign 
that will begin this fall (see the Stewardship Team Report in 
this newsletter for initial details and dates).

• Get involved in UUS programming and see what your 
dollars are supporting! Try a new interest group, join one of 
our justice or activist teams, or attend a class or forum. Invite 
your friends! Especially plan to attend the important Interim 
and Ministerial Search events and workshops planned for 
the upcoming year, many of which are detailed elsewhere in 
this newsletter. An active congregation is often a financially 
healthy congregation. 

UU Labor Day Potluck, September 1st
Everyone is invited to a potluck after the service on Sunday, 
September 1st. The potluck will take the place of our usual 
social hour. Please bring your own place settings and a dish to 
share. Keep in mind that there are people who will be grateful 
for vegan or gluten-free dishes. If possible, please provide a 
card listing the ingredients in your dish. Also, plan to take home 
your leftovers to make cleanup easier for all. Drinks will be 
provided.

UU Community Meal, September 4th
We’re hosting a series of suppers for all UUS members, friends, 
and families. It’s casual dining at its best—with meat, vegetarian, 
vegan, and gluten-free options. Community Meals are planned 
for the first Wednesday of each month, September through 
May, at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Don’t miss this monthly 
chance to get out of the kitchen and get to know each other a 
little better! The September Community Meal will feature the 
ever-popular taco bar! There is no set charge, but donations are 
always welcome. RSVP at bit.ly/Sept19CommunityMeal.

Inquirer Sessions in September
Each Sunday we offer an Inquirer Session following the service 
for visitors and newcomers to learn more about Unitarian 
Universalism and our congregation. Here are the opportunities 
for September. Sessions start at 11:10 am unless noted otherwise.

• September 1st: Come to the Labor Day weekend picnic 
potluck after the service, even if you didn’t bring food!

• September 8th: “UU 101: Intro to UU Values and UU 
History“ in the Conference Room

• September 15th: “UUS Mission and History” in the 
Conference Room

• September 22nd: Short Q&A at the “?” table in the 
Fellowship Hall. Then come to “Engaging Our Theological 
Diversity” forum in the Sanctuary at 11:30 am

• September 29th: Learn about our many groups and 
opportunities at the “Connect Beyond Sunday” Activity Fair 
after the service in the Fellowship Hall (see details below)

Endowment Party, September 14th
The Endowment Committee will host a social gathering in 
support of the UUS Endowment Fund on Saturday, September 
14th, from 2 to 4 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Support for the 
Endowment Fund has continued over the years, and now the 
Fund is playing an important role in making our new home 
possible. We hope you will join us for food, drink, and good 
conversation as we begin our new year. You can donate to 
the UUS Endowment Fund by mailing a check to the office or 
online (honrealm.org/uusic/Give/IMXKSBBHHS), even if you 
cannot attend.

Activity Fair, September 29th
Right after the service on Sunday, September 29th, we will have 
our “Connect Beyond Sunday” Activity Fair. Come learn about 
the many groups, committees, and teams at UUS and how you 
can get involved! All UUS groups have been invited to host a 
table so that others can learn about each group, and so we can 
celebrate our wide variety of programs, many of which don’t 
happen on Sundays.

Stroll by the tables while you enjoy refreshments, and learn 
firsthand about plans and possibilities for this coming year. 
Talk with leaders and group participants, and maybe you’ll find 
something new to try out!

Secular Humanists Report
The Humanist Group from First Unitarian Church in Des Moines 
is pursuing a Freethinker Friendly Congregation designation. 
At their request, our committee, plus Jane DeWitt and Peggy 
Garrigues, met with their delegation in August to discuss 
the process. We had a lively, frank, and fun discussion. Our 
collective goal was to use our experience to help them succeed 
in their effort. Stay tuned.

We will again meet this year on the third Tuesday monthly at Old 
Brick’s Common Room (downstairs) at 7 pm. We will continue 
to be joined by several Secular Students at Iowa (SecSI) who 
add their enthusiasm and curiosity to our discussions. They are 
a joy. 

Planned Secular Humanist programming for this season include 
the following events (article continues on next page):
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• Tuesday, September 17th: Our fun first meeting will be a 
“Video Night” presented by our video master extraordinaire, 
Peter Nothnagle. Peter will present a very brief history of 
scientific investigation of claims of the paranormal, starting 
with the Book of Daniel and ending with a TED Talk, 
featuring baffling, enlightening, and amusing video clips of 
famous psychic investigators.

• Tuesday, October 15th: “A Discussion on the History of 
Doubt.” Modern secular humanism emphasizes science as 
a method for understanding our world. The humanities have 
a lot to offer, as well. Secular Humanist member Brad will 
talk about the writings of poet and historian Jennifer Michael 
Hecht.

• Tuesday, November 19th: A non-endorsing, non-partisan 
open political discussion. Bring your thoughts on surviving 
candidates, both Democrats and Republicans, and the issues 
you care about most. Let’s talk!

• Lastly, we had invited Andrew Seidel of the Freedom From 
Religion Foundation in Madison, WI, to speak to us in 
November, but he has been busy with a coast-to-coast book 
tour with his Founding MYTH: How Christian Nationalism 
is Un-American. But UUS Secular Humanists, along with 
Secular Students at Iowa, will sponsor Andrew at a book-
reading event at Prairie Lights Bookstore on Tuesday, January 
28th, at 7 pm. Exciting news! 

Mark your calendars for all our upcoming events. All are 
welcome at our meetings and events. For further information: 
contact Mark Yuskis at resdoggie@aol.com

UUS Dinners for Eight Program Resumes in October
The UUS Dinners for Eight program returns for the next church 
year on the first Saturdays of October, December, February, April, 
and June. These are small, adults-only dinners held in members’ 
homes. Enjoy an evening of conversation and a potluck-style 
meal. The host provides the entree, and the guests are assigned 
other meal items. Pre-registration is necessary with an email rsvp 
shortly before each dinner. Dinner hosts are always needed. 
You can choose which months you want to attend. Registration 
forms will be available after Sunday services in September or by 
emailing uusdinnersforeight@gmail.com.

A House for Hope Book Study Begins, October 2nd
Join us for this book study led by Rev. Diane Dowgiert on the first 
Wednesday of the month, October through February, at 7 pm 
in the Hickory & Oak Rooms, following the Community Meal. 
In lively and engaging language, authors John A. Buehrens and 
Rebecca Ann Parker suggest that liberal religious commitment is 
based on expansive love for life rather than adherence to narrow 
dogma. With chapters that reveal the political and personal 
relevance of the enduring questions at the heart of this theology, 
A House for Hope shows how religious liberals have countered 
fundamentalists for generations and provides progressives with 
not only a theological but also a spiritual foundation for the 
challenges of the twenty-first century. 

Registration is required at http://bit.ly/UUSHouseforHope. The 
Adult RE program has 10 copies of A House for Hope available 
for purchase for $16 each. To purchase one, please contact 
Jessica, education@uusic.org. (Please note: the January session 
will be on January 8th rather than New Year’s Day.)

UUS House Ensemble: Thinking Ahead, Way Ahead
This will be the third year that UUS instrumentalists have 
gathered to make music. In preparation for the Christmas 
season, rehearsals will begin on Thursday, November 7th, 
from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will practice 
each Thursday evening (excluding November 28th) to prepare 
to accompany the congregational singing and play our special 
house ensemble arrangements on Sundays, December 15th and 
22nd and for the Christmas Eve service on the 24th. 

The music will accommodate any instrument. In the past we 
have had trumpets, flutes, baritone sax, French horns, baritones, 
piano, and recorders. 

If you would like to join the ensemble, please send a note 
to Gloria Corbin. It is a casual environment, the music is 
interesting, and we have a good time. 

Rehearsals for the Easter season will begin on March 5th with a  
target performance date of April 12th. Questions? Give Gloria a 
call at 337- 3443 or write to cgcorbin@mchsi.com.

New UUS Picture Directory Coming This Fall
Even though many of us have pictures in Realm, the Membership 
Associates have heard people say it is easier to get to know 
each other when we have a picture directory booklet. Our 
last picture directory came out in 2015, so it is no longer an 
accurate record of who we are as UUS today.

If you would like to have individual or family portraits taken, 
make note that we will be having photographers here on the 
following dates: November 4th, 5th, 6th, 25th, 26th, and 
December 5th from 2 pm to 9 pm. We’ll be using photographers 
from LifeTouch, and you can receive prints in time for holiday 
gift-giving. There is no pressure to buy photos if you are not 
interested, and every household photographed will get a free 
8x10 photo and a copy of the directory. If you already have 
a photo you like, you can also submit that and get a copy of 
the directory. Many more details to come in late September or 
October! It is also much easier now to update the directories 
every year, so we can get it updated as a new minister arrives 
next fall.

Please let Jean Hood know if you would be willing to serve as 
a host or hostess on one of the photo days by contacting her at 
466-3127 or jeanhood31@gmail.com.
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Social Justice Team News
Service Trip to the Border: In response to a group of women 
requesting assistance at the Texas Border, a small group of 
community members, including many from UUS, will be 
heading to McAllen, Texas, from September 19th to the 28th. 
They will provide relief to weary volunteers by providing 
accompaniment, food, clothing, and resource information 
to immigrants. If you are interested in joining the trip or 
providing support to the travelers, please contact Lois Hughes 
at loisnjake@gmail.com or Sally Hartman at sallyahartman@
hotmail.com.

September 5th Sunday: In months with five Sundays, the UUS 
Social Justice Team chooses a special group to receive the 
offering from the fifth Sunday. The September 29th offering will 
go to the Angry Tias, a group of women providing humanitarian 
aid to immigrants on both sides of the Texas/Mexican border. 
The financial support will provide food and essentials to 
immigrant families.

Social Justice Agency Nominations: All of our UUS Sunday 
offerings go to local, national, or international agencies 
working for social justice. These agencies are selected once 
every three years from nominations received from UUS 
members and friends. The congregation then votes to select 
twelve agencies to support for the next three-year period. We 
are currently accepting your nominations for the agencies to 
support during 2020-2022. Fill out the form online (http://
bit.ly/2020SJNominations) or visit the SJT table in Fellowship 
Hall starting September 8th. The nomination period will close 
October 6th, and voting will occur in November.

Circle of Friends: The Circle of Friends has been very busy 
supporting immigrants this month. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped furnish Modesta’s new apartment, 
helped register children for school, donated towels, and 
bought school clothing and shoes for six children. In addition, 
volunteers attended the Center for Worker Justice Allies 
meeting, taught English, accompanied an immigrant to the ICE 
office, and visited an immigrant in detention. Nice work, all!

CRC Winter Clothing Distribution: The Consultation of 
Religious Communities has set Saturday, October 26th, for 
the annual winter clothing giveaway. It will be at St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church from 9 am to 3 pm (longer hours with 
longer shopping times for guests). IIt’s time to start setting aside 
gently used, clean, warm clothes you no longer need—sized 
infant through adult. Some people like to shop the consignment 
stores for good bargains. Watch for more details to follow 
soon, including volunteer opportunities on Thursday through 
Saturday, October 24th through 26th. This is a great opportunity 
to share and help!

ANSWER: Earle Canfield revisited UUS on June 9th to report 
on the educational work he has been leading in Nepal for a 
number of years. ANSWER has helped more than 1,500 low-
caste, disadvantaged Nepali students, mostly girls, receive an 
education. A number of the students have gone on to graduate 
school. TThe Fifth Sunday collection in June raised $900 for 
the ANSWER program. Currently, individual UUs sponsor a 
total of 24 students, including seven who were added in June. 
Thank you to the student sponsors and those who contributed 
financially to the program.

UU Free Lunch Report
On Friday, August 9th, 28 dedicated UUS volunteers served 
156 meals at the Free Lunch Program. When the main dish, 
John’s Grocery’s fried chicken, was announced to our Free 
Lunch Program guests, they clapped and cheered! Thank you 
to Kurt Hamann and Barb Beaumont and Lee and Sue Eberly 
for donating this popular entree. Our well-rounded meal also 
included cooked mixed vegetables, fresh fruit salad, green 
salad, amazing desserts, ice cream, and assorted beverages. 
Our generous and hard-working UUS volunteers donated food, 
prepared and served the meal, and cleaned up afterward. To 
learn more about the many ways you can participate in our Free 
Lunch Program, please email Carmen Griggs at csgriggsiowa@
gmail.com.

Rummage in the Ramp Report
On Friday, July 26th, UUS sent a team of twenty volunteers to the 
city’s annual Rummage in the Ramp sale in the Chauncey Swan 
parking garage. The proceeds of the sale are split between the 
nearly thirty local non-profits staffing the event. This year UUS 
earned $559.31 for our four-hour shift. Many thanks once again 
to Kara Beauchamp, Phil Beck, Kara Bowman, Val Bowman, 
Wendy Brown, Sherry Dolash, John Elson, Barbara Haring, Al 
Hood, Larry Kent, Halie Lopez, Jim Olson, Bob Richardson, 
Javier Rivera, Pat Ryan, Hazel Seaba, Jill Stephenson, Dave 
Tokuhisa, Judy Tokuhisa, and Kaye Winder for their efforts. 
Jane Wilch, Rummage coordinator, writes, “Thank you all again 
for your continued support of Rummage in the Ramp! We are 
really happy with how the event turned out, and look forward 
to working with you again next year. The event saved 32.7 tons 
of goods from going to the landfill. Rummage in the Ramp is a 
win-win-win for UUS, the community, and the environment.

Above: Over 60 UUs participated in the first “Engaging Our 
Theological Diversity” forum on Sunday, August 25th.
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Hilary Higgens
Hilary grew up on a farm 
in northwest Iowa and 
had a grand time playing 
and working outdoors. 
She moved to Iowa City 
in 1982. She trained as 
a registered nurse and 
provided inpatient care at 
both the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics and 
at Mercy Iowa City. Over 

the course of her career she also worked as a hospice 
nurse and did triage in a medical office. At one point she 
managed a massage therapy program and did hands-on 
training. Problems with chronic pain forced her to retire 
from both nursing and massage therapy. She now enjoys 
working at JoAnn Fabrics.

Hilary is an avid reader, and she is beginning to do a little 
writing of her own.  She also enjoys knitting, sewing, 
and swimming. The outdoors is still her favorite place.

Hilary says, “Sitting with all of you in covenant each 
Sunday taking in your love, grace, and gratitude is the 
most beautiful and peaceful gift I have been given. I 
want to continue to give that to myself and to each and 
every one of you.  I am happy to join this society of 
many beliefs.”

Marcy Neumann
Marcy was born in San 
Diego, California, and 
still misses the peace and 
serenity of the ocean waves. 
But since moving to Iowa 
in 1976, she has grown 
to enjoy the movement of 
tree branches in Iowa in 
much the same way. Marcy 
worked as a nurse for thirty-
five years. The opportunity 

to help hospital patients and their families--to treat them 
with the dignity and care that everyone deserves--was 
very rewarding.

Marcy came here to UUS because she was looking for a 
spiritual community based on love and mutual respect. 
She appreciates the UU non-judgmental acceptance 
of differences and our openness to learning from each 
other. She hopes to volunteer through the Free Lunch 
program and through social justice and environmental 
projects.

She loves spending time with her daughter, son-in-law, 
and two granddaughters who lure her to school activities 
and sporting events. She also enjoys sewing, reading, 
and digging in the garden.

Welcome Our Newest Members
Who Joined UUS on Sunday, August 11th

Daniel Walls
Daniel grew up in Augusta, Georgia, and graduated from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology. He moved to Iowa in 2005 to work at Collins Aerospace. Iowa and the Iowa 
City area appealed to him. So except for a brief stint in Alabama, he’s remained here. He is 
a bioinformaticist focused on diagnosing and researching genetic hearing loss.

UUS intrigued Daniel because it seemed to combine the good parts of church while 
respecting and accepting people with widely varying beliefs. (He also heard that the music 
was good!) He values that Unitarian Universalism is consistently ahead of its time on issues 
of justice and sustainability. He hopes to participate with UUS groups that work on justice 
and sustainability, attend Secular Humanist events, and volunteer in the area of information 
technology.

He is passionate about developing free and open-source software both in his work and as a volunteer. He is a proud 
member of the Free Software Foundation and the Software Freedom Conservancy. He is also an avid Scrabble 
player and would welcome anyone to a game of Words with Friends.
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Sunday, September 1st
• UU Labor Day Potluck: 11 am in the Fellowship Hall

Monday, September 2nd
• Buddhist Sangha: 7 pm at Oaknoll

Tuesday, September 3rd
• Green Sanctuary Team: 5:30 pm in the Conference Room

Wednesday, September 4th
• UU Community Meal: 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

(see page 3 for details)

Thursday, September 5th
• Adult Choir Rehearsal: 7 pm in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, September 8th
• Inquirer Session Q&A: 11:15 am in the Conference Room 

(UU 101: Intro to UU Values and UU History)
• Racial Justice Circle: 11:15 am in the Oak Room

Monday, September 9th
• Buddhist Sangha: 7 pm at Oaknoll

• UU Book Discussion Group: 7:30 at Oaknoll, George St. 
Building, 4th floor Meeting Room A or B (The Far Away 
Brothers, by Lauren Markham)

Tuesday, September 10th
• Social Justice Team: 7 pm in the Conference Room

Thursday, September 12th
• UUS Bike Ride: 6 pm starting at UUS
Join us for a bike ride! We’ll start in the UUS parking lot at 6 
pm and ride up the North Liberty Trail loop to the Dubuque 
Street trail. The total ride will be about 12 miles, and there 
will be some hills, but we’ll stop at Heyn’s to refuel with ice 
cream. Families welcome! Children should be accompanied 
by an adult. Helmets are required for all riders. We’ll take 
a leisurely pace, and no one will be left behind. This ride is 
sponsored by Bicyclists of Iowa City. Contact Vicki Siefers 
(vicki.siefers@gmail.com) with questions.
• UUS Board of Trustees: 6:30 pm in the Conference 

Room
• Adult Choir Rehearsal: 7 pm in the Sanctuary

Friday, September 13th
• UU Free Lunch Program: 11 am at 1105 Gilbert Ct.
• UU Family Pizza Night: 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall
• Board Game Club: 6 pm at The Hobby Corner (1606 

Sycamore St., Iowa City)
• CUUPs Full Moon Drum Gathering: 7 pm at Terry 

Trueblood Recreation Area

Saturday, September 14th
• UUS Endowment Party: 2 pm in the Fellowship Hall (see 

page 3 for details)

Sunday, September 15th
• Inquirer Session Q&A: 11:15 am in the Conference Room 

(UUS Mission and History)
• Dances of Universal Peace: 3 pm in the RE Commons

Monday, September 16th
• Buddhist Sangha: 7 pm at Oaknoll

Wednesday, September 18th
• UU Grief Group: 12:30 pm in the Conference Room

Thursday, September 19th
• UU News Submission Deadline: 12 pm to the UUS office
• UU Scrabble Group: 1:30 pm in the Walnut Room 
• Adult Choir  Rehearsal: 7 pm in the Sanctuary

Saturday, September 20th
• Vegetarian Community “Plantluck”: 12 pm at Prairie Hill 

Common House (140 Prairie Hill Lane, Iowa City)

Sunday, September 22nd
• Inquirer Session Tour of Building & Outdoor Areas: 11 

am; meet at the “?” table in the Fellowship Hall
• Engaging Our Theological Diversity: 11:30 am in the 

Sanctuary

Monday, September 23rd
• Buddhist Sangha: 7 pm at Oaknoll

Thursday, September 26th
• Girls’ Night Out: 5:30 pm at Maggie’s Farm Wood-Fired 

Pizza (1308 Melrose Ave., Iowa City)

• Adult Choir  Rehearsal: 7 pm in the Sanctuary

Friday, September 27th
• CUUPs Encounters: 6:30 pm at Marsha Cheyney’s home

Sunday, September 29th
• UUS Activity Fair: 11 am in the Fellowship Hall (see page 

3 for details)
Monday, September 30th
• Buddhist Sangha: 7 pm at Oaknoll

Upcoming UUS Events
Find more information on all UUS events online (uusic.org/upcoming-events) or by contacting the office.
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Unitarian Universalist Society Board of Trustees Meeting Highlights – August 8, 2019 
 

Board meeting minutes are available on the website or can be requested from the UUS administrator. 

Present:   Amy Fretz (President), Joe Rasmussen (Vice-President), Jane DeWitt (Past-President), Allison 
 Bettine (Secretary), Michael Honey-Arcement (Trustee), John Raley (Finance Trustee), Rev. 
 Diane Dowgiert (Ex-officio) 

Absent:  Chris Rode (Treasurer), Paul Pomrehn (Trustee), Colleen Higgins (Trustee) 
Guests:   Dave Martin (Ministerial Search Committee Chairperson) 

 
Board President Fretz called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Fretz provided opening words. Dave Martin, co-
chair of the Ministerial Search Committee, was then invited to report on the status of the search process.  

Ministerial Search Committee: Martin provided an overview of the search schedule for the upcoming year. 
This fall, the committee is planning to distribute a survey to the congregation and host small cottage meetings 
and focus groups. Survey results and the information gathered at the fall meetings will be included in the 
Ministerial Search Packet for prospective candidates. A full schedule will be shared with the congregation as 
the committee moves forward. 

Consent Agenda & Announcements:  Consent agenda and other items are uploaded to Dropbox for Board 
review prior to the meeting. 
 

Consent Agenda items:  August Board Agenda; August Executive Committee Minutes; July Board 
Meeting Highlights; Minister’s Monthly Report; Treasurer’s Report and Financials  
 

The Board received the Consent Agenda and approved the August Board Agenda; August Executive Committee 
Minutes; July Board Meeting Highlights; Minister’s Monthly Report; Treasurer’s Report and Financials. 
 
Mission and Vision: It was decided that the Mission and Vision Workshop would be held on November 2, 2019, 
for a total of four hours. In order to ensure that the true voice of the congregation is captured in the 
development of the Mission and Vision, attendance by all is strongly encouraged.  
 
Board Committees: Rasmussen joined the Personnel Committee (formerly Staff Relations) as liaison where they 
are working to coordinate our personnel policy to align with the UUA’s new policy recommendations. Honey-
Arcement is set to chair the to-be-formed Assessment Committee. 
 
Gift Policy: The discussion of naming gifts and spaces was revisited, and other options for honoring donors and 
cherished members were considered. Fretz requested that Raley consult with Finance Committee regarding this 
issue and that Rasmussen bring the task of creating a revised Gifts Policy to the Governance Committee. 
 
Negotiating Team: Ministerial Search Committee Member Jerry Wetlaufer and Vice-President Joe Rasmussen 
are set to serve on the Negotiating Team. The final member of the Negotiating Team is left to be appointed by 
the Board, and nominees will be contacted soon. 
 
Closing: DeWitt read the closing words, Honey-Arcement gave process observer comments, tasks were 
reviewed, and Fretz adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm. The next Board meeting is Thursday, September 12, 
2019, starting at 6:30 p.m. in the UUS Conference Room. 

Submitted by Allison Bettine, Secretary 
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The Unitarian Universalist Society
2355 Oakdale Road
Coralville, IA 52241
Website: www.uusic.org
Office Phone: 319-337-3443

UUS Staff
Interim Minister: Rev. Diane Dowgiert (minister@uusic.org)
Congregational Administrator: 
 Emma Barnum (admin@uusic.org)
Director of Lifespan Religious Education: 
 Jessica Zimmer (education@uusic.org)
Director of Congregational Life: 
 Peggy Garrigues (dcl@uusic.org)
Music Director: Gloria L. Corbin (music@uusic.org)
Accompanist: Peng Zhang (accompanist@uusic.org)
Publicity Coordinator: 
 Jeff Walberg (publicity@uusic.org)
Administrative Assistant: 
 Nik Jakob (admin.assistant@uusic.org)
Childcare Coordinator: Anna Rode (nursery@uusic.org)
Facilities Coordinator: 
 Lesanne Fliehler (facilities.coordinator@uusic.org)
Building Steward: Ron Wright (contact admin@uusic.org)
Community Minister: 
 Rev. Lois Cole (community.minister@uusic.org)

UUS Board of Trustees, 2019-2020
President: Amy Fretz 
 (720-207-4513, amymhere@gmail.com)
Vice  President: Joe Rasmussen
 (721-7777, uusicc.joe@gmail.com)
Past President: Jane DeWitt 
 (621-5033, jane.dewitt@drake.edu)
Secretary: Allison Bettine
 (630-272-6907, allison.bettine@gmail.com)
Treasurer: Chris Rode 
 (520-241-1431, ccrode@gmail.com)
Finance Trustee: John Raley
 (321-5437, jraley@amfam.com)
Trustee: Michael Honey-Arcement 
 (563-289-7153, mike@gwn-ws.com)
Trustee: Colleen Higgins 
 (646-6564, colleen_iris1950@yahoo.com)
Trustee: Paul Pomrehn 
 (594-2371, paulpomrehn@gmail.com)

Our Vision: To be a loving, inclusive, and growing 
spiritual community. We celebrate life and a liberal 

tradition that leads social justice work, heals the earth, 
and nurtures the lifelong journey of mind and spirit.

Our Mission: We are a diverse spiritual community that 
touches hearts, changes lives, and transforms the world. 

Our Seven Principles
1. The inherent worth and dignity of every 

person.
2. Justice, equity, and compassion in 

human relations.
3. Acceptance of one another and 

encouragement to spiritual growth in 
our congregations.

4. A free and responsible search for truth 
and meaning.

5. The right of conscience and the use 
of the democratic process within our 
congregations and in society at large.

6. The goal of world community with 
peace, liberty, and justice for all.

7. Respect for the interdependent web of 
all existence of which we are a part.


