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Ours To Do 

by Rev. Diane Dowgiert, January 27, 2019 

 

Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to save planet Earth for human 

habitation. For this mission, you will not be traveling to a galaxy far, far away, but 

staying right here at home. You will not need special uniforms or special weapons. 

To accept this mission you will not need specialized education and you need not 

have any superpowers. All that is needed to accept this mission is a courageous 

heart that is willing to look unflinchingly at what is happening to Earth’s climate 

and say not “game over,” but “game on.”  

 

If you decide to accept this mission, you will be joining a growing force of people 

committed to drawing down greenhouse gases and reversing global warming to 

acceptable levels within the next 30 years. To accept this mission is to know that 

you will play an important role in facing a challenge unlike any faced by 

humankind before. 

 

Who, me? – you may be asking. Who am I to be offered this great mission? Do I 

have what it takes?  

 

Yes – you – and you – and you – and you – and you – have what it takes deep 

inside of you, waiting to be called into service. You need only be willing to say 

yes. 

 

Why me? – you may be asking. Well, because your one and only home is in peril 

and your human kin are at risk of extinction. I don’t use these words lightly. As 

Unitarian Universalists, one of our sources of wisdom that our living tradition 

draws upon is the findings of science. Scientists have been warning us that this 

time was coming since the arrival of the industrial revolution. If we don’t accept 

this mission, who will? 

 

What will be required of me? – you may be asking. Three things.  First, you will be 

required to believe it is possible to turn things around. You will have to have hope. 

You will have to put faith in the work of the scientists that created Project 

Drawdown and the model that demonstrates 80 actions we can take now, with 

technology that is currently available and another 20 that will take new technology, 

technology that is possible and even on the close horizon. 

 

 “Drawdown is that point in time when the concentration of greenhouse gases in 

the atmosphere begins to decline on a year-to-year basis.” 
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(https://www.drawdown.org/)  The model is both ecologically and economically 

sound. It would save billions to the global economy over thirty years. 

 

Second thing that will be required, you will be required to do what you can do.  

First of all, keep on doing whatever it is you do – be it recycling, driving less, 

driving an electric vehicle, eating a plant-rich diet, wasting less food, using energy 

from renewable sources – keep doing what you are doing right now, and then 

challenge yourself to do one thing more. It may require you to change some habits 

and choices and ways of thinking. 

 

Third, you will be required to bring your whole self to this mission – nothing more, 

nothing less, which means you will need to know and understand your personal 

skills, gifts, and limitations. In other words, you will have to be honest with 

yourself about what you can and cannot do and then focus on what you can do. It 

will require meeting others where they are and for who they are, accepting both 

their gifts and their limitations. 

  

What resources will be there for me if I dare to say yes? – you may be asking. 

Look around the room. You have each other and the living example of what you 

can do together. You have the resource of your Green Sanctuary Team. They are 

creating educational materials that will be in the social hall in the coming months. 

4 of your members, Deb Shoelerman, Sally Hartman, Carol Throckmorton, and 

Virginia Melroy have been trained to present introductory workshops of Project 

Drawdown. Pay attention to news from here at the Society for workshops once 

they have been planned. If you haven’t attended one of these two-hour workshops, 

I highly recommend it. I left the one I attended feeling genuine hope about climate 

change for the first time in a very long time. 

 

You have the resource of influence. My guess is that everyday one or two people 

drive by your solar panels and think to themselves, “I wonder what it would take 

for my church or my workplace to do that.” And members of the community who 

come into the building may be thinking to themselves, “I wonder what it would 

take for my church or workplace to compost, or install water-saving fixtures,” and 

then go start that conversation at their church or workplace and maybe even get it 

implemented. 

 

Here via video clip is Will Grant from Project Drawdown to talk about 4 levels of 

action and where we can best use our influence for the greatest impact. 

 

Will Grant Four Levels of Action   

https://vimeo.com/287129175
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Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to save planet Earth for human 

habitation. The mission is not yours alone, it is ours to do. It is ours to do because 

we are the ones here now facing this challenge together.  

 

I’m old enough to remember when we first started receiving images of Earth from 

space. One in particular caught the imagination of the world, the iconic Blue 

Marble transmitted by the crew of the Apollo 17 spacecraft; stunning in its beauty 

– blue oceans, the graceful curve of continents frosted by white clouds. For many 

years, that image hung behind the pulpit in my home congregation, the Columbine 

UU Church in Littleton, Colorado. That same image is the wallpaper on my cell 

phone. I see it every time I open my cell phone. It reminds me that we as a people 

did the seemingly impossible. We went to the moon. 

 

That image of the earth has become my image of God – the source of all that is my 

life – a God worthy of worship, devotion and care.  

 

Katherine Wilkinson, who is an author, strategist, teacher and Vice-President of 

Communication and Engagement at Project Drawdown, puts it succinctly: “One 

Earth. Once chance.”  

 

Our mission, our hope for salvation. Game On!   

 

 

 


