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Upcoming Sunday Services
at Sanctuary Church (2205 E. Grantview Dr #200, Coralville, 52241)

Ingathering & Service: 1:30 pm Social Hour: 2:45 pm
Childcare: Nursery: open 1:30 to 3 pm Religious Education Classes: 1:45 to 3 pm

May 1st: “The Birds & the Bees,” Alison Oliver
Beltane, also known as May Day, is a pagan fertility festival that honors creative energy and celebrates the diverse expressions 
of sexuality. One of the gems of Unitarian Universalism is its commitment to providing comprehensive, lifelong sexuality 
education that promotes self worth, sexual health, responsibility, justice, and inclusivity. Join us for this May Day service to 
celebrate “the birds and the bees” and reflect on our ongoing work to advocate for sexual and reproductive justice. 

May 8th: “A Bouquet for the Eyes and Heart,” Rev. Steven Protzman
Rev. Lynn Ungar writes of flowers: “Hold these things together in your sight—purple, crimson, magenta, blue.” Today we 
gather to share a bouquet of flowers and celebrate Flower Communion, a Unitarian Universalist ritual created by Rev. 
Norbert Capek in Czechoslovakia in 1923. Together as a community of all ages we will offer one another beauty and hope 
as we renew our commitment to cherish each another and all of life. Please bring cut flowers to share.

May 2016

May’s Social Justice Offerings Benefit
TABLE TO TABLE

The mission of Table to Table (T2T) is to keep wholesome, edible 
food from going to waste by collecting it from donors and distributing 
it to those in need through community agencies. Since T2T began 
in 1996 it has created a vast network of donors and people served. 
Their direct service is nourished by our generosity. Cash or checks to 
UUSIC (T2T on memo line) may be given during Sunday offerings or 
sent to the office; you don’t have to be present to contribute!

You can donate online! Find the link at the bottom of uusic.org.

May 22nd: “Who Shall We Be Together?” Rev. Steven Protzman
As Unitarian Universalists, we practice congregational polity, in which each congregation makes decisions about how we 
govern ourselves and work together. Today our worship will be a different kind of spiritual work as we gather to elect our 
leaders for the coming year and ask the question of a mission-centered community: who shall we be together? After this 
combined service/meeting we are invited to join the year-end celebration of Religious Education.

May Birthdays
Please wish the following members and friends a happy birthday this month! 

Lily Bohlen
Aiden Burdinie
Brett Chaney
Sam Cochran

Henry Gilbertson-
White

Brian Glidewell

Trudy Gullette
Sally Hartman

Jan Hubel
Teddy Ingersoll

Nik Jakob
Cassie Kaminsky

Doris Levsen

Brenda Linley
Keegan O’Berry

Terri O’Berry
Cora Patterson

Sally Peck
Alex Penno

Bonnie Penno

Dale Prediger
Charity Rowley

Dick Siefers
Doug Wallace

Mary Kathryn Wallace
Mary Lou Welter

Haven Witherspoon

Sunday Attendance 
for March 27th - April 24th

March 27th:  139 total (Easter Multigen. Service)
April 3rd: 114 total: 94 adults, 20 children
April 10th:  138 total: 124 adults, 14 children
April 17th:  135 total: 116 adults, 19 children
April 24th:  136 total: 117 adults, 19 children

May 29th: Memorial Day Picnic
The Worship Associates will once again host our annual Memorial Day potluck picnic instead of a service this Sunday. 
Please bring a dish to feed 10-12: Veggies & Fruit (if your last name begins with A-E), Proteins (F-J), Desserts (K-O), Salads 
(P-S), and Bread/Rice/Noodles (T-Z). Please bring your own table service & beverages. We will meet at Shelter #6 in Lower 
City Park at 11 am.

May 15th: “One God, More or Less,” Rev. Steven Protzman
Theology, simply defined, is the study of religious belief systems, a system for making meaning of life, and an understanding 
of the nature of what we hold to be Ultimate. In this service and sermon purchased by Ron Crawford at the 2015 Annual 
Treats and Talents Auction, we will welcome new members and explore three belief systems: atheism, agnosticism, and 
Deism and learn about how these ideas shape modern Unitarian Universalism and can inform our personal belief systems.
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From Your 
Minister

Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, begin it. Boldness 
has genius, power, and magic in it. Begin it now.

-William Hutchinson Murray

Little did I know when I read this quote from William Murray 
at the Board work session on Saturday, March 26th, that these 
words would set the tone for the work we proceeded to do. What 
began as a discussion about how to create a new strategic plan 
became a larger conversation about how to best be a mission-
focused congregation, how to expand our ministries, and how to 
best staff for our future. This discussion was prompted by several 
things:

1. In a year we’re going to have a beautiful new building, the 
culmination of many years of work and our commitment to a 
future that is ours to create. With a facility that meets our needs 
for space, accessibility, flexibility, and the beautiful property 
on which it will reside, the only real limits to what we can 
do will be our energy, our vision, our imagination, and our 
commitment to help Unitarian Universalism and UUSIC thrive 
in the next 100 years of its history. We have not fully answered 
the question of how we will use our new facility for ministry. 

2. Member Tim Adamson wrote a letter to the Board naming 
some of the practical challenges we face, including the need to 
grow, adapting to that growth, sustaining our existing ministries 
and expanding our ministries, and creating governance and staff 
structures that best enable us to address these challenges. Tim 
also noted that with the resignation of our Director of Lifespan 
Religious Education for personal family reasons and with the 
pending retirement of our Congregational Life Coordinator, this 
is a timely opportunity to look at how we are currently staffed 
and how we might make staff choices for growth. 

3. Member Paul Pomrehn wrote a proposal to the Board 
stating that this is the time to address the need for expanding 
our ministries along with the need for leadership training and 
development. Paul also proposed a leadership conference with 
outcomes that include new understandings, collaborations and 
collaborators, enthusiasm, and commitment from which new 
objectives can be added to the Strategic Plan.

In my first sermon in our transitional worship space last fall I 
told you that I came back from General Assembly with a radical 
change to the language I use about UUSIC. I no longer describe 
us as a program church; I describe this congregation as mission-
centered. The UUA describes a program-sized congregation this 
way: “A program-sized congregation is known for the quality and 
variety of its programs. Separate programs for children, youth, 
couples, seniors, and other age and interest groups provide 
entry points to congregational life for a wide range of people. 
The minister helps recruit, equip, and inspire a small circle of 
key program leaders. Working as a team with the minister, these 
leaders reach out to involve others as program participants and as 

leaders. The leadership circle shares broadly in decision making 
and the laity share pastoral care.” The issue with this description 
of a program-sized church is that it is internally focused. 
Everything revolves around asking what programs its members 
need or want. This is problematic because research shows that 
people want to join and support institutions, including churches, 
that are not totally focused on preserving themselves but are 
mission-centered, places that are making a visible difference in 
the world. To be mission-focused means that we ask and seek to 
answer these questions: Why are we here? What are we called 
to do? Where are we called to do this? How are we going to 
touch hearts, change lives, and transform the world? Whose 
hearts are we going to touch and whose lives are we going to 
change? As Rev. Joanna Crawford says: “Being missional is a 
wholly other way of conceiving and doing church. Missional is 
not about having a pretty mission statement up on your wall. In 
terms of what it looks like, forget mission statement and think 
missionaries. Think of a part of town you know—and it could be 
your own—that needs help. Real help, not just being supportive 
of their spiritual journeys. Now imagine that you have been sent 
there to change their lives.” I’ve said many times that my own 
hope is that Unitarian Universalism is a household phrase in the 
Iowa City community. How will we make that happen? 

We can begin by recognizing that everything we do together is 
about helping each of us grow spiritually into the fullest human 
beings we can possibly be, which includes discovering the 
unique ways in which each of us is called to serve others. At 
a recent meeting I said: “All of church is religious education.”  
Please read Jessica’s column in this newsletter because it 
offers a vision of how Lifespan Religious Education (and for 
that matter, everything we do together as a congregation) can 
equip and inspire all of us in achieving our mission. The Board, 
the Leadership Development Committee, the Committee on 
Congregational Life and Ministry, and the staff will continue to 
work together to discern our priorities and how we can best use 
our resources, including how we structure staff, to expand our 
ministries, and create a vibrant, thriving, spiritual community as 
our legacy for future generations. 

When I arrived to serve as your minister almost five years ago, I 
saw a congregation poised to soar and ready to live up to your 
potential. You articulated your dreams and we’ve been bold ever 
since, beginning to make those dreams a reality. As we move 
into a new chapter of our journey, my dream is that our new 
building, our staff, and the expansion of our shared ministries 
will enable us to: 

-Love one another into fuller, more authentic lives.
-Love this community toward its fullest mission potential and 
power.
-Love the world into more peace and justice.
-Be people who experience joy, the joy that comes when you 
discover how you’re called to serve the mission, that place 
where your passion meets the needs of the world and you 
offer yourself in service to those needs. 

Grateful to be here with you as we journey together and we 
work to build a new way, 

Steven



The UU News        May 2016  Page 3

During the discussion about staff re-visioning at April’s 
Board meeting, I was asked: If I knew 100% that I would be 
supported, and some of my time was freed up by volunteers 
taking on my regular, administrative duties, what would I do? 
What programs would I create? I don’t even think I allowed 
the question to be finished before I started rattling off my 
wish list: caregiver groups—caregivers of preschoolers, 
caregivers of teens, caregivers for the sandwich generation; 
one-on-one RE volunteers for our special-needs students; a 
comprehensive lifespan religious education (LRE) program; 
forums before or after service; film screenings; guest 
speakers; classes that take place at varying times, lengths, 
and formats; and service projects—lots and lots of all ages, 
hands-on service projects. I could go on and on.

This is a list I have been cultivating since I started, and like 
many to-do lists, it only seems to get longer. Please don’t 
misunderstand: I love our current programming and the 
volunteers and committees that make it all possible. I will 
never be able to express the depths of my gratitude for those 
who show up and give so we can have Welcome Home 
Wednesday sessions, RE classes on Sundays, and Family 
Fuun nights. However, in my heart of hearts I know we are 
not at our best.

LRE aims to grow children, youth, and adults who Know they 
are lovable and worthy, able to flourish in their potential, and 
use their gifts in the service of life; Value the importance of 
asking questions and their own search for truth and meaning; 
Affirm that they are part of a Unitarian Universalist religious 
heritage and community of faith that has value and provides 
resources for living; Accept that they are responsible for the 
stewardship and creative transformation of their community 
of faith; Realize that they are moral agents, capable of making 
a difference in the world, socially, environmentally, and 
politically; Recognize the need for community, families, and 
interpersonal connections; Appreciate the value of spiritual 
practice as a means of deepening faith and integrating beliefs 
and values with everyday life; Understand the need and 
tools for cultivating diverse and welcoming communities; 
and Experience hope, joy, mystery, and healing and personal 
transformation in the midst of life’s challenges.

These are worthy and beautiful goals. What has always 
struck me, though, is the fairly passive nature of the bolded 
words—accept, appreciate, understand. It leaves me 
wondering, in our changing world, is a passive LRE program 
what our community needs or wants? I think the answer is 
no, and I think most of you would agree.

To create that imagined world proposed at the Board 
meeting, I would want to add Engagement, Collaboration, 
and Leadership in our and the larger community; Support 
for living out their values; and Empowerment and 
Encouragement to act as agents of change for more peace, 
justice and love in the world. The wonderful part of being 
Unitarian Universalists is that world does not have to 
be make-believe. The new facilities are a bright, shining 
example that if this congregation dreams it, it can be done. 
Maybe not overnight, and not without the time, talent, and 
treasure of the community, but it can be done.

In full disclosure, when the conversations about staff 
restructuring first started, it was hard not to take it as a 
commentary on the LRE program for the last two years and 
the job I had done. However, I soon realized that it was not a 
critique of what LRE is now, but rather an exploration of who 
we want to be and what we need to do to accomplish that.

I have been impressed and excited by the bold ideas and 
structures being explored. At a time when it would be much 
easier for leadership just to keep status quo in LRE, the hard 
work is being done to take advantage of the opportunity 
created by staff openings to really evaluate what we 
want and what we would need to make it happen. And I 
cannot imagine the LRE program described in my to-do list 
happening without this critical first step of answering the 
question: Now that we have the new building, who do we 
want to be?

Again, in full disclosure, I am sad, and maybe a little envious, 
that I will not be at the helm of the LRE program when this 
dream is brought to fruition. However, I am grateful to the 
Board and other members of leadership for taking on this 
important work, and I truly believe that the LRE program, 
and the congregation as a whole, will be better for doing so.

Yours in faith, Jessica

SPRING

PICNIC

& POTLUCK

From Your Lifespan Religious Education Director
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Staff Reports

Fireside Choir Spotlight: Joe Brisben
If you need to know the history 
of the Fireside Choir, contact 
Joe Brisben, as he has been 
singing continuously with the 
choir since its inception in 
1980. At that time the choir, 
under the direction of James 
Osburn, sang hymns out of 
the hymnal. The choir took a 
giant step forward when Peter 
Alexander became the director. 

Joe recalls the choir was made up of the “Faithful Eight” and 
sang works by Mozart, Bach, Mendelssohn, Vaughn Williams, 
and others.  Some of the early singers who are current UU 
members include Virginia Melroy, Cecile Owings, Jeanette 
Carter, Jim Laughlin, and Gerry Pearson. The choir has the 
honor of having a commissioned work written by a University 
of Chicago classmate and friend of Joe’s, Robert Applebaum: 
“The Hour of Lead.” The wonderful accompanists over the 
years included Paul Soderdahl, Margaret Richardson, Joseph 
McKinley, Younjung Cha, and, currently, Jonathan Tauscheck.

Joe joined the First Unitarian Church of Des Moines in 1971. 
Psalm 100 says, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. Come before His presence with 
singing.” Joe sings every day. Singing is not Joe’s only mode 
of musical expression, as he plays six- and 12-string guitars, 
four- and five-string banjos, ukulele, violin, valve trombone, 
and harmonica. He also owns an electric piano, a trumpet, a 
flugelhorn, a mandolin, a kalimba, a quiros, a tambourine, a 
tong drum, a set of castanets, and a five-string fiddle.

When not making music, Joe writes short stories and novels. 
His first book, Marvin’s Garden, will be published in a few 
weeks. When time allows, Joe takes in movies, especially 
those directed by Preston Sturges, John Huston, Sidney Lumet, 
Billy Wilder, and William Wellman. Joe is an avid fan of the 
St. Louis Cardinals baseball team—and don’t try to reach him 
during the NCAA basketball tournament! 

Early in his professional career, Joe worked for the old City 
News Bureau of Chicago and the Chicago Tribune. Thereafter, 
he moved into college public relations for the University of 
Chicago, Drake University, and the University of Iowa (the 
last move thanks in part to the late Gordon Strayer). The last 
28 years of his professional life, Joe was an investment adviser 
for the old Securities Corporation of Iowa and then Broker 
Dealer Financial Services. 

Joe’s mother loved to travel, and by the time he was 12 years 
old they had toured all 48 contiguous states. Since then he 
has visited Hawaii and Alaska. He has traveled in Europe, 
Asia, South America, and thanks to the UU Partner Church 
program, Hungary and Romania (six times). When you ask 
Joe about his “favorite” travels, he will list (in no particular 
order) Ireland, England, Brazil, Germany, Austria, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Greece, and Italy.

The conversation will inevitably return to music. Joe leans 
toward folk music and jazz because that is what he thinks 
he plays best. Choice is an individual matter, but as Duke 
Ellington said, “There are two kinds of music: There’s good 
music, and then there’s the other kind.” 

—Submitted by your Music Director, Gloria Corbin

From Your Congregational Life Coordinator
The month of April tends to be a very busy month for 
our congregation, and it was no exception this year. 
‘Congregational Life’ took on a new meaning with so many 
opportunities to enjoy being with one another: 

• April 3rd: We celebrated the 300+ volunteers who 
are the ones who really make things happen here. 
Additionally, we honored Jeanette Carter and Carol and 
Jerry Nordquist with Lifetime Member Awards; they have 
been exemplary volunteers for over fifty years.

• April 9th & 16th: Gardening at the Oakdale property 
provided opportunities to co-create raised vegetable 
beds.

• April 10th: The Treats & Talents Silent Auction presented 
us with the opportunity to be friendly competitors in 
outbidding each other for fun events and interesting 
items.

• April 16th: The Treats & Talents Live Auction began with 
a shared meal and was followed by lively bidding for 
even more fun events to share with one another.

• April 19th: Our sister church families, Rev. Sandor Simo, 

his wife Melinda and daughter Csenge, and Domokos, 
Ilona, and Csilla Mezei, arrived from Janosfalva, Romania.

• April 22nd: The Ground Breaking Ceremony was held on 
Earth Day at 2355 Oakdale Road. 

• April 23rd: Our Janosfalva friends experienced a 
congregational potluck with us. It was followed by the Sr. 
High Coffee House event where the talents of our UUSIC 
friends were enjoyed.

• April 24th: Rev. Simo delivered the Sunday afternoon 
sermon on the topic of “How to be a Bridge.” Following 
the service, we celebrated our guests’ presence with a 
special reception.

• April 26th: A farewell dinner and bluegrass music were 
enjoyed at the Mill with the Simo and Mezei families 
prior to their departure for home.

Whew! … and these activities were in addition to almost 
twenty other recurring monthly events!

Thanks to everyone who served on the planning committees 
that organized all of these activities and to those participating. 
This truly is a congregation filled with life! 

  —Carol Throckmorton
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Upcoming Events
The following events meet regularly and all are welcome to attend. 

Find details on our website or in our Opportunities booklet.

Date(s) Time Event Location Contact RSVP?
Sundays 5/1 
& 15

9:30 am Racial Justice study/ACTION Circle Oakdale House Alison Oliver 
(alison-oliver@uiowa.edu)

No

Sundays 5/1, 
8, & 15

3:15 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary Church Gloria Corbin (338-5012, 
music@uusic.org)

No

Mondays 5/2, 
9, 16, 23, 
& 30

7 pm Buddhist Sangha Oaknoll (1 Oaknoll Ct.) Brian Glidewell 
(brianandmark711@msn.com) 

No

Tuesday 5/3 7 pm Social Justice Coordinating 
Committee

Oakdale House Diane Martin (351-7616, 
dianemartin@mchsi.com)

No

Thursdays 
5/5, 12, 19, 
& 26

7 pm Fireside Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary Church Gloria Corbin No

Monday 5/9 7:30 pm UU Book Discussion Group (A 
Strange Stirring by Stephanie Coontz)

Oaknoll (735 George St. 
4th Floor, Mtg. Rm. A)

Mary Lou Welter (H: 354-1231, C: 
361-9805, jayhawkeye@juno.com)

No

Tuesday 5/10 5 pm Green Sanctuary Committee Oakdale House Deb Schoelerman (594-2373, 
dschoelerman@gmail.com)

No

Thursday 
5/12

6:30 pm UU Board Meeting 105 Iowa Ave. (Suite 
231)

Jim Olson (512-0007, 
jimolson921@gmail.com)

No

Friday 5/13 11 am UUSIC Free Lunch Program 1105 Gilbert Ct. Sue and Lee Eberly 
(susaneberly@outlook.com)

No

Friday 5/13 5:30 & 
6:30 pm

Friends of Friends & 

Special Needs Committee

Oakdale House Rochelle Honey-Arcement 
(rochelle.r.honey@gmail.com)

No

Wednesday 
5/18

12:30 pm UU Grief Group Oakdale House Gail Garwood (688-4217, 
ggarwood42@gmail.com)

No

Thursday 
5/19

1:30 pm UU Scrabble Group Donna Johnson’s home 
(824 Westside Drive, IC)

Gary Lawrenson (936-1291, 
glawrenson@mchsi.com)

No

Saturday 
5/21

5 pm Vegetarian Community Potluck Sanctuary Church Carol Throckmorton (337-3030, 
carolthrockmorton108@msn.com)

Yes

Monday 5/23 5:15 pm Girls’ Night Out Fuji Sushi & Steak 
House (531 Hwy 1 
West, IC)

Carol Throckmorton Yes

Staff Reports, cont’d
From Your Administrator
UUSIC is busy winding down the liturgical year. I’m 
spending my weeks prepping the Annual Report (which 
will be available ahead of the Congregational Meeting on 
May 22nd), helping the Auction and Capital Campaign 
with follow-up, sending out first-quarter giving statements, 
and assisting our many groups and committees with their 
program year wrap-up and planning for next year.

I’m also preparing for some big projects this summer, mainly 
a switch to a new congregational management program. 
The new program, Realm, will be bought this month, and 
after we’re sure all our data have been safely transferred 
from Church Windows, we’ll be setting up trainings for 
leadership and church members. The new program is all 

online and will give us a lot more functionality outside the 
office, especially for members of groups and committees, 
including communication, tracking attendance, and storing 
files. Members will also have access to their contact 
information and giving data and will be able to look up 
directory data for other members all within Realm. 

Realm is designed to work best when as much of the 
congregation is actively using it as possible, so we’ll be 
strongly encouraging everyone to create a login and get 
familiar with the program (which is very easy to use). We 
will have trainings and office support (from myself and 
our Admin. Assistant Bailey Kelley) to ensure everyone is 
comfortable and knowledgeable about all the accessible 
features. Stay tuned later this month for more information 
on Realm!                —Emma Barnum
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Upcoming Events, cont’d
IUUWAN Spring Luncheon, May 7th
“Working toward Racial Justice” is the theme of the Iowa UU Witness and Advocacy Network’s (IUUWAN) Spring Luncheon 
on Saturday, May 7th, 11:30 am to 2 pm. The keynote address by Harvey Harrison will include his work in mediation, 
juvenile diversion, and racial justice advocacy in Des Moines. The Luncheon, which costs $10 at the door, will be held at the 
Cedar Valley UU church (3912 Cedar Heights Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613). Carpooling is being arranged by Sally Hartman 
(sallyahartman@hotmail.com).

CUUPs Beltane Ritual, May 7th
We will gather on Saturday, May 7th, at 5 pm at the Oakdale Property for a Beltane ritual. This ritual will include singing and 
dancing around the May pole and a potluck dinner eaten during the ritual (in the case of rain, the potluck portion will be moved 
inside). Please bring a picnic-type food for the potluck, a beverage if you would like, and a picnic blanket or chair. Come 
dressed for the weather; we will be outdoors unless there is heavy rain. Contact Marsha Cheyney (marshacheyney@gmail.com) 
with questions.

Secular Humanists End-of-Year Picnic, May 7th
We will celebrate the end of our program year with a Potluck Picnic on Saturday, May 7th, at 5 pm at Shelter 17, just past 
the beach on the Coralville reservoir off West Overlook. The Secular Students at Iowa will be our guests. Come! Enjoy! For 
information or if you get lost, call Mark Yuskis at 321-2296. Directions: Take Dubuque St. north out of Iowa City, turn right on 
West Overlook (see sign to Lake Coralville and Dam Area), proceed and follow signage to Beach, just past the beach area is 
Shelter 17 on the right with abundant parking.

Land Ministry Workshop, May 8th
Please plan to attend the Land Ministry Workshop, to be held on Sunday morning, May 8th, at 10 am at the Oakdale House. We 
will be envisioning how to connect and care for our land. What do you do in nature that nurtures your spirit? When do you feel 
most connected in nature and are most experiencing a sense of awe, wonder, or joy? What aspirations and goals do we, UUSIC, 
want to accomplish with our piece of land? Imagine that we can do whatever we want with our land with no constraints. What 
do you envision in our space? Please be part of the visioning process. Children are welcome. Please contact Deb Schoelerman 
at dschoelerman@gmail.com with questions.

Annual Shelter House Luncheon, May 20th
You can help with our annual benefit for Shelter House by providing a salad or dessert or helping on the day with setting up, 
serving, cleanup, etc. This year the Luncheon will take place at Zion Lutheran Church (310 N Johnson St.) from 11:30 am to 
1 pm. Zion has a large and handy kitchen, nice dining room, and great parking! This is a great way for new folks to get better 
acquainted. Volunteer at the SJCC table or contact Gay Mikelson (354-1160 or gay-mikelson@uiowa.edu). You can also attend 
the Luncheon and enjoy eating with friends and townspeople for a $10 donation.

CYC Spring Potluck, May 21st
Everyone is invited to join the Children and Youth Committee (CYC) for our Spring Picnic and Potluck on Saturday, May 21st, 
from 11 am to 2 pm at Kiwanis Park (Aber Avenue and Teg Drive, Iowa City, IA). Please bring a favorite dish and outdoor games 
to share, and we’ll provide the rest.

Facilities Progress Update, May 22nd
We had our Ground Breaking Ceremony on Earth Day, April 22nd (pictured below), and at the May 22nd Congregational 
Meeting (which will be held during the service) the New Facilities Committee (NFC) will provide an update regarding the 
construction of our new facilities, followed by a question and answer period. Please join us to hear the latest news! 

UUSIC Day of Service, June 25th
Stay tuned—the next Day of Service will be on Saturday, June 25th. More information on the available projects will be posted 
online and in the June newsletter, but mark your calendars now to join us in serving our community!
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April Free Lunch Program (FLP)
Amazing. That describes the work of Free Lunch advocates. When 
the first person walks through the door, the kitchen seems bare. Then 
volunteers arrive and each one contributes food, time and money to 
create a work of art. Soon the atmosphere is filled with voices, the 
sound of knives slicing and dicing, spoons stirring, food bubbling 
on the stove and silverware being wrapped. The final work of art is 
presented to the patrons to enjoy and savor. Next the kitchen crew 
works to calm the atmosphere and wipe the canvas clean for the next 
group of artists. The cycle is repeated six days a week. Amazing—
and they don’t even know they are artists! We want to extend our 
sincere Thanks to all those who contribute time, food, money and 
moral support to contribute to our masterpiece every month.

If you would like to assist on a one-time basis or as a regular 
volunteer, we would love to have you join us. Please contact Sue 
and Lee Eberly at susaneberly@outlook.com or Sherry Dolash at 
bridge_2_learning@yahoo.com.         

—Sherry Dolash for the UU Free Lunch Team

Committee Reports

Covenant Groups
In April, our groups discussed an unusual topic, “Altars.” Not the 
kind you find in churches or traditional places of worship, but the 
“sacred” spaces you create in your homes and other personal places. 
According to Maggie Oman Shannon, “most of us have created, 
naturally and instinctively, groupings of personally significant 
elements on one or more surfaces in our homes. What distinguishes 
these areas from other decorated spaces is the conscious intention 
in the selection and placement of the objects and the feelings they 
regularly evoke when we focus on the arrangements we have made. 
The objects placed on an altar become visual reminders of what 
is most beautiful, true and precious in our lives and of our highest 
values and aspirations.” Have you created altars of this kind in your 
home or elsewhere? What kinds of things did you place on them?  

This month we are dealing with the inevitability of “Aging.” Aging 
is a process we all share. But what we think about it and how we 
experience it depends on our culture, as well as our stage of life. 
The issues we face as a teenager or young adult are vastly different 
from those we encounter in our mature years. In this session we will 
explore our own experiences, feelings, and attitudes toward aging. 

If subjects like these intrigue you, you might be ready to join a 
covenant group. Groups offer members the opportunity to express 
their views and deepen their understanding of a wide range of issues 
while fostering closer ties to other UUs. If you’d like to learn more 
about them, please contact Jan Locher (354-6260, locherj@mchsi.
com).                      —Phil Beck for the Covenant Group Facilitators

Guatemala Shoes and Hiking Boots
When the UUSIC group of eight travel to Guatemala on June 1st, we hope to distribute new or gently used shoes to the same 
two communities we visited last year. For the families in San Juan, we need children’s shoes (sizes 1-3 especially). Hiking 
boots size 7 (men’s) or smaller will be delivered to the workers at the Chico Mendes Reforestation Project. Please bring your 
donations to the Sanctuary Church on Sunday afternoons (look for the box marked “Guatemala”) or drop them off during the 
week at the Oakdale house. Questions? Please contact Deb Schoelerman at dschoelerman@gmail.com or Sally Hartman at 
sallyahartman@hotmail.com. Thank you for your support!              —Deb Schoelerman

2016 Treats and Talents Auction
The Joke’s on UU

The soul of wit is brevity,
‘tis the secret of all levity.

No canine shaggy, nothing draggy,
No punchline of longevity.

Strange to say, bad luck of others
Is what is really jolly.

Banana peels or pie in the face
Or other some such folly.

To laugh at someone else’s woes,
Sometime you can’t avoid it.

The Germans figured all this out,
That’s why they schadenfreude it.

In Transylvania’s olden times
King John Sigi was a biggie.
When he heard a UU joke,

You think he blew his wiggie?

No, with a smile of Christian charity
His royal visage shone.

Do those lines sound familiar?
Well, you’re surely not alone.

He set a good example
For UUs e’en today

We know we must shrug off those jokes
Because we’ve seen the way.

The question marks burned on our sod
Are put there by the Klanners.

They have a most peculiar God,
We forgive them their bad manners.

Now about that bumper sticker,
Reads “Honk if you’re not sure”

It’s good for many a snicker
But still UUs endure.

Time now to leave the humor,
For we have work to do.

It’s treats and talents time again
And we need you and you and UU.

You cannot take it with you
No matter how you try,

So be quick to donate something,
Be quicker still to buy.

   —The Bard of Tower Court, 2016
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We Are Known by Our Stories 
Last fall the congregation was privileged to hear several testimonies from members of the congregation. They were powerful 
stories of commitment and passion. The Capital Campaign Committee has been encouraged to share those stories with you 

(thank you Carol Throckmorton) in an ongoing segment of our newsletter. We will also post them on our Facebook page from 
time to time. We hope you will find these stories inspiring and consider writing your own story to share.

Lynette Marshall
The UUSIC is my fourth church home, and this capital 
campaign to build a new facility is the first time Jeffery and I 
have had the privilege of being part of a congregational effort 
to help conceive, design, and build our own future church 
home. 

I inherited my double wedding band from my Grandma 
Marshall when she died 35 years ago. I treasure it and wear 
it daily. It is a combination of the rings of my great great 
grandfather and great great grandmother, who were pioneer 
settlers and who were among the many who travelled in 
a covered wagon coming from the east to the Midwest to 
build their cabin and make their claim on the fertile and rich 
prairies of Central Illinois. They were among the early pioneer 
settlers who built my childhood church home more than 150 
years ago, and together with their new neighbors, they made 
sacrificial gifts to help bring that little white church on the 
prairie to reality. It still stands today as a testament to their 
faith and generosity. 

My second church home was the Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Illinois, and that is where Jeffery served for a 
decade as the campus minister and where we met and fell in 
love. I remember hearing stories of founding members of that 
ministry, the oldest campus ministry in the nation, mortgaging 
their own homes and making sacrificial commitments to 
help fund the construction of that spectacular sanctuary and 
foundation facility.

After we were married and Katharine was born, our theology 
continued to grow more liberal and our questions grew 
beyond what could be encompassed by the United Methodist 
tradition, and we became part of a wonderful Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Urbana, Illinois. That church home 
nurtured and welcomed our questions, provided important 
religious education for us and for our two young children, 
and was again housed in an historic facility that was built 
by people who had come many, many generations before. 
And like our former building here, it suffered from many 
accessibility challenges and facility needs. 

And then nearly 10 years ago, even before I participated in 
an airport interview for my current job at the University of 
Iowa Foundation, we visited this congregation. On that very 
first visit you welcomed us, and we claimed this as our next 
church home. Now it is our turn. Now we stand in the same 
place as my great great grandparents who broke the rich 
prairie soil and created a place of worship and of community 
that still serves my parents and their farming community 
today—we stand in the same place as the Methodists who 
sacrificed to create the first campus ministry in the heart of 
Central Illinois for a growing University of Illinois student 
body and faculty—and we stand like the early Unitarians 
did who built the first sanctuary for that Dissenting group in 
Urbana, Illinois. 

Our UUSIC congregation is also historic and benefitted 
from the generosity of families in Iowa City who were also 
committed to a liberal society, and we have come together 
as a society in that church home for generations. 

Jeffery and I have made the largest charitable commitment 
of our lives to this campaign. We believe deeply—and are 
reinforced in our commitment after the tragic terrorist attacks 
in Beirut and Paris—that we need a church home where 
we can come together as people who value our liberal 
religious and secular vision. A place that does not promise 
easy answers to difficult questions, but rather a place that 
challenges us to question the way we live our lives in the 
face of those difficult questions. 

We invite you to join us in this historic moment, for ourselves, 
and for those generations who will come. It requires much 
of us. It requires an historic commitment to fund that space 
for our next hundred years. I feel good about taking my turn. 
And as I wear these rings, I remember that we are not alone, 
nor the first, in our sacrificial giving.

—Submitted to the UU News by the 
Capital Campaign Committee
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Jim Laughlin—Board Vice President/President/Past 
President
Jim Laughlin is a retired Postmaster who lives on an acreage 
outside of West Branch raising horses with his wife Barbara. 
His son, Jeremy, is a former US Marine living in Iowa City.

Jim has been a UUSIC member since 1978. He has served on 
the Board, Membership Committee, Buildings & Grounds, 
the Space Committee, Stewardship Committee, Facilities 
Task Force, Capital Campaign Committee, and as a Worship 
Associate (twice). He has also been a part of the UUSIC 
Conflict Task Group, Treats & Talents Auction, and the 
Fireside Choir. He has served on the MidAmerica Region 
nominating committee and has been a staff member for the 
Midwest Leadership School.

He enjoys growing vegetables & flowers, golf and cross 
country skiing. He is an artist, painting mainly landscapes, 
as well as a gourmet cook and wine enthusiast.

Peg Voelker—Board Secretary
Peg Voelker has lived in Iowa City ever since moving into the 
University of Iowa’s Hillcrest dormitory from Washington, 
Iowa in 1980. She has a B.S. in Journalism (survey research) 
and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology (focus areas: chronic disease, 
aging, and mental health) and worked for many years as a 
research scientist at the UI. Peg and her spouse, Mary Fisher, 
have been together 29 years and live near Hickory Hill Park.

After experiencing several losses and life changes, Peg 
began attending UUSIC in 2008 and soon became an active 
member. She realized that this welcoming community, 
striving to affirm and promote the principles of Unitarian 
Universalism, was “just what she needed!”

Over the past eight years, Peg has enjoyed working with 
other members and staff as a Membership Associate, a 
Worship Associate, and through her involvement with the 
Green Sanctuary Committee, Partner Church/Festival of First 
Bread, Interweave, UNI-Care, the Day of Services, and the 
Annual Treats & Talents Auction. She also shared her love 
of UU history by co-facilitating a course on Ralph Waldo 
Emerson for Welcome Home Wednesdays.

Peg is enthusiastic about serving as Board Secretary. In doing 
so, she hopes to help UUSIC and Unitarian Universalism, in 
general, expand within and beyond our community.

Sara Feldmann—Board Trustee
Sara Feldmann grew up on a farm near Dyersville, Iowa. She 
attended conservative Catholic elementary and secondary 
schools where she admits to developing a potent cynicism 
about religion. Unitarian Universalism was not even on 
Sara’s radar until 2009 when her friend Meredith described 
to her a church that sounded so completely different that it 
might actually be worth revisiting assumptions about what 
it means to “go to church.” The first service Sara attended 
at UUSIC was eye-opening—she was excited and surprised 
to find a community that genuinely welcomes diversity, is 
inspired by questions instead of answers, and is invested 
in real issues of justice, both locally and beyond. UUSIC 
has become a spiritual home to Sara, her husband, Scott, 
and their two children, Mabel and Nora. She looks forward 
to increasing her investment in Unitarian Universalism and 
giving back to this wonderful community that has welcomed 
her and her family so warmly.

Sharon Booker—CCLAM
Sharon Booker is an Iowa native who has spent much of 
her adult life living out of state; for example, she attended 
undergraduate school at West Texas A&M and graduate 
school at Texas Tech University. She has lived in Kansas, 
Nebraska, New Jersey, and in California, where she began 
a 30-year career in health care administration. In 1995, she 
returned to Iowa for a position with the University of Iowa 
as the administrator for the Department of Family Medicine 
and the UI Family Care Center. She retired from that position 
in February 2014.

She has one adult son, Matt, who lives in Oklahoma. Her 
interests include politics, healthcare policy, memoir writing, 
exploring national parks, reading, and spending time with 
her sisters and friends.

Sharon has been a member of UUSIC for 15 years. She 
served on the first Welcome Home Wednesdays Planning 
Committee, the Staff Relations Committee, and the 
Stewardship Committee. She has been a Worship Associate, 
participated in the Free Lunch Program, has been a member 
of the First Thursday Covenant Group and is a member of a 
Hospitality Team. For the last four years, she has co-chaired 
the Treats and Talents Auction Committee.

She appreciates the opportunity to serve on CCLAM.

(continued on next page)

Meet the Nominees for Elected Positions at UUSIC
The Leadership Development Committee is proud to present the 2016 slate of nominees to UUSIC elected positions. Each of 

the individuals below is familiar with the mission and goals of UUSIC; all have demonstrated their dedication to UU principles. 
We hope that you will join us in thanking them for volunteering to donate their time, talent, and enthusiasm in service to our 

community, should they be elected at the congregational meeting this month.
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Marsha Cheyney—CCLAM
Marsha’s first experience with UUSIC was in the early ‘90s, 
when she worked in the nursery as an undergrad at the 
University of Iowa. Shortly thereafter, she headed off to the 
mountains and eventually joined the Army.  After leaving the 
Army, she returned to Iowa City to complete her studies in 
Psychology and went on to earn a Masters in Public Health.  
Since then, she has worked in clinical and research positions 
at UIHC, the Iowa City VA, and at the College of Public 
Health. In 2007 she married Kirk Cheyney, and they now 
have two children (Jacelyn and Reed).  Her hobbies include 
gardening, community singing, and crafting (especially 
jewelry making).  She also leads a Girl Scout Brownie Troop 
at Lucas Elementary.
Marsha came back to UUSIC in 2013, looking for a spiritual 
home that held space for her beliefs and a place for her 
children to participate in a comprehensive religious education 
program. She has been a leader in the Owl Moon CUUPS 
group and a part of the Senior High teaching team for the past 
3 years, and is a member of the Green Sanctuary Committee.  

Kirk Witzberger—Leadership Development Committee
Kirk and his wife Gloria first came to UUSIC in the late 
1990s, and their two children, Shea and Kai, participated 
in our RE program for several years. They stepped away for 
a while, and Kirk reconnected in early 2012. He facilitated 
the weekend process in the fall of 2012 where over 50 of 
our members collaborated to create our current mission 
and vision statements. Then, in late 2012 and early 2013, 
Kirk was a member of the team that created UUSIC’s three-
year strategic plan. In May of 2013 Kirk was elected to the 
UUSIC Board of Trustees and is about to finish his three-
year term. In the summer of 2013 Kirk began working with 
the Facilities Steering Committee, and helped facilitate the 
process and votes that assisted us in realizing that we would 
be better able to accomplish our mission and vision if we 
built an accessible, green, light-filled, inspiring place for our 
services, RE, and social justice work. He is a member of the 
Capital Campaign Committee and is a regular participant in 
our Racial Justice study/ACTION Group. He co-chairs the 
New Facilities Committee that is working to help us build the 
greenest church in Iowa.

Meet the Nominees for Elected Positions, cont’d

Photos from the 2016 
Treats & Talents Auction

—Photos by Peg Voelker
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Highlights from the UUSIC Board Meeting
Thursday, April 14th, 2016

President Olson called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm in Adam Ingersoll’s office. All members and ex-officio were present 
as were guests Tim Adamson, Brian Glidewell, and Paul Pomrehn. 

Announcements included:

• Susan Salterberg and David Jepsen have been appointed to the ministerial evaluation committee along with Board 
member Kelly O’Berry.

• Delegates to the MidAmerica Regional Conference in late April are Brigette and Adam Ingersoll, Tim Adamson, Kelly 
O’Berry, Kirk Witzberger, and Steven Vincent.

• Regarding the Endowment Committee and the Social Justice Action Committee: Ingersoll moved and Locher 
seconded that the Board acknowledge the Endowment Committee’s formal position regarding the 2015 allocation 
to the Social Justice Action Fund stated by Barbara Haring as: “Our Endowment Committee met on April 9th, 2016 
and commented on the Board’s review of transfer of funds from the General Endowment Fund. The money from our 
Annual Spending Allowance (ASA) transfer to the Board must meet the guidelines outlined in the Endowment Policy 
and does not allow spending for special projects.” The motion carried.

• There was a long discussion of the work of the Revisioning Committee, which included new job descriptions and 
possible changes in staff responsibilities with the resignation of the Director of Lifespan Religious Education and 
anticipated retirement of the Congregational Life Coordinator. Steve Vincent has introduced job descriptions based 
on UUA guidelines. Consideration of our intention to become a mission church is included in this discussion. A 
motion to direct the DLRE hiring committee to proceed as soon as possible to hire a full-time DLRE replacement 
for Jessica Zimmer-Saltzman was approved with one abstention. Members of the search committee are Linda Rice, 
Brenda Linley, Paul Pomrehn, Sarah Holmes, and Mary McMurray, with Adam Ingersoll as the Board liaison.

• Locher presented the revised Alcohol Policy, which was approved by the Board.

• Kirk Witzberger, representing the New Facilities Committee, noted we have had good press coverage of the upcoming 
groundbreaking ceremony. Some unexpected expenses have arisen, e.g., Coralville will not allow the permeable 
paving we had decided on; there will be card access to the building instead of key access. Until we have the 
Guaranteed Maximum Price from the contractor in a couple of months we may have other changes.

• The Board moved to acknowledge the Facilities Steering Committee’s step to plan for expanded ministry is not done, 
and the Board will begin addressing this with the congregation at the May 22nd meeting. Between now and the 
22nd a presentation will be prepared and a special work session will be held on the 5th of May. The Board will ask 
Lori Emison Clair from Des Moines, who has extensive experience in the area, to meet with the board and provide 
suggestions.

• Paul Pomrehn announced that the Leadership Development Committee has a full slate of candidates selected for 
Board and other positions.

Other announcements included:

• Jessica Zimmer-Saltzman announced that a webinar on Radical Shared Ministry will be held April 19th and 20th. She 
also asked that everyone return the god survey, either through the online form or on last month’s UU News.

• On April 22nd there will be a campfire for families, to which everyone is invited.

• A film entitled “Righteous Among Us: Two who Defied the Nazis” is being presented by Ken Burns beginning in 
the fall of 2016. It details the activities of Martha and Waitskill Sharp, a Unitarian couple who rescued hundreds of 
Jews from the Nazis. The UUA is asking that congregations arrange to discuss the film and possibly invite the author.

• Ingersoll stated we should figure out how to memorialize the construction of the new building. We also should start 
listing the new site as a wedding venue for those planning weddings. 

• We were reminded that the Partner Church representatives will be here starting the 20th of April.

—Recorded by Jeanette Carter, Secretary
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UUSIC Board of Trustees, 2015-2016
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 jimolson921@gmail.com
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 kelly-oberry@uiowa.edu

Past President: Vicki Siefers.................................. 331-1798

 vsiefers@mchsi.com
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 montehigh55@gmail.com
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 adam.ingersoll@gmail.com
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 kirkwitzberger@hotmail.com

Trustee: Steve Vincent....................................847-650-1634

 stephen-vincent1@live.com

Trustee: Marianne Mason......................................321-9318

 marianne.mason@msn.com 

Trustee: Steve Locher............................................331-1863

 lochers@mchsi.com

UUSIC Staff
Website: www.uusic.org

Office Phone: 319-337-3443

Office Open: 2 - 6 Mon. & 8:30 - 2:30 Tues. thru Fri.

Minister - Rev. Steven Protzman

Email: minister@uusic.org

Administrator - Emma Barnum

Email: admin@uusic.org

Director of Lifespan Religious Education - 

Jessica Zimmer-Saltzman 

Email: education@uusic.org

Congregational Life Coordinator - Carol Throckmorton

Email: membership@uusic.org

Music Director - Gloria L. Corbin

Email: music@uusic.org

Accompanist - Jonathan Tauscheck

Email: accompanist@uusic.org

Administrative Assistant - Bailey Kelley

Email: admin.assistant@uusic.org

Nursery Supervisor - Trudy Gullette

Email: nursery@uusic.org
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Our Mission Statement: We are a diverse spiritual 

community that touches hearts, changes lives, and 

transforms the world.

Our Vision Statement:
Our vision is to be a loving, inclusive, and growing 

spiritual community. We celebrate life and a liberal 

tradition that leads social justice work, heals the earth, 

and nurtures the lifelong journey of mind and spirit.



UUSIC Calendar for May 2016
(SC) Sanctuary Church, 2205 E Grantview Dr #200, CV     (OH) Oakdale House, 2355 Oakdale Rd, CV  (ERC) Eastside Recycling Center, 2401 Scott Blvd SE, IC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30 AM Racial Justice study/ACTION 
Circle (OH)
1:30 PM Ingathering & Service (SC)
2:45 PM Social Hour (SC)
3:15 PM Children’s Choir (SC)

2
7 PM Buddhist Sangha 
(Oaknoll)

3
7 PM SJCC (OH)

4 5
7 PM Choir (SC)

6 7
11:30 AM IUUWAN 
Spring Luncheon 
(Cedar Falls)
5 PM CUUPs Beltane 
Ritual & Potluck (OH)
5 PM Secular 
Humanists Potluck 
(West Overlook)

8
10 AM Land Ministry Workshop (OH)
1:30 PM Ingathering & Service (SC)
2:45 PM Social Hour (SC)
3:15 PM Children’s Choir (SC)

9
7 PM Buddhist Sangha 
(Oaknoll)
7:30 PM UU Book 
Discussion Group 
(Oaknoll)

10
5 PM Green 
Sanctuary 
Committee (OH) 

11 12
6:30 PM Board 
Meeting (105 Iowa 
Ave Ste. 231)
7 PM Choir (SC)

13
11 AM Free Lunch 
Program (1105 
Gilbert Ct.)
5:30 PM Friends of 
Friends & Special 
Needs Committee 
(OH)

14

15
9:30 AM Racial Justice study/ACTION 
Circle (OH) 
1:30 PM Ingathering, Service, & New-
member Covenant Ceremony (SC)
2:45 PM Social Hour & New-member 
Reception (SC)
3:15 PM Children’s Choir (SC)

16
7 PM Buddhist Sangha 
(Oaknoll)

17
5:30 PM 
Communications 
Committee (OH)

18
12:30 PM UU 
Grief Group (OH)

19 
1:30 PM Scrabble 
Group (Donna 
Johnson’s home) 
7 PM Choir (SC)

20
11:30 AM Shelter 
House Luncheon (Zion 
Lutheran Church)
12 PM June Newsletter 
Submission Deadline

21
11 AM CYC Spring 
Picnic (Kiwanis Park)
5 PM Vegetarian 
Community (SC)

22
1:30 PM Ingathering, Service, & 
Congregational Meeting (SC)
2:45 PM Social Hour (SC)

23
5:15 PM Girls’ Night 
Out (Fuji Sushi & 
Steak House )
7 PM Buddhist Sangha 
(Oaknoll)

24 25 26
9:30 AM Newsletter 
Folding (OH)
7 PM Choir (SC)

27 28

29
11 AM Memorial Day Potluck Picnic 
(City Park Shelter #6)

30
Memorial Day
Office Closed

7 PM Buddhist Sangha 
(Oaknoll)

31 1 2
7 PM Choir (SC)

3 4
9 PM CUUPs 
Candlelit Labyrinth 
(Happy Hollow Park)

Look for new events, updates or cancellations, and event details on the calendar at uusic.org. 


