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Kelly and Karen opened with remarks about the purpose of the Celebrating Theological Diversity Task Force and then opened the microphone to guests who would be willing to share their feelings about diversity in the Society. Six spoke, and they were all pretty overwhelmingly positive about their experiences at UUSIC.

The first speaker discussed the kinds of things that empower a spirit of diversity. 

Welcome Home Wednesdays have had sessions where you could get into what you believed — a variety of classes. This was a good way to get to know each other and everyone was very respectful of the variety of beliefs.

Another member had also participated in WHW. He said that looking through the hymnal the preface tells what the sources are that we draw from. We can examine our sources more thoroughly.

A third speaker commented that Peter Morales had an article in the UU World that says we can have different beliefs but come together to work for a common purpose. He thinks a lot of members are involved in a lot of social justice activities but we need to take on one project as a congregation.

Referring to the comment above, a fourth person said that this idea -- would be an indication of unity, and continued, “I don’t know what this diversity has to do with the congregation. I don’t know how much people go around talking about theological diversity. If someone wants to say ‘amen,’ back off! If someone likes ‘amen,’ that’s ok. To do things together would be good action to bring us together.”

A new member who, along with his partner, just joined this year, said he’s a Tibetan Buddhist. They were members in Minnesota of a UU congregation. He said that one of the strengths here is that you DO discuss differences. That was lacking in Minnesota. People would give talks about different things like Buddhism, paganism, deep ecology, but no deep discussion. The reaching out to the community and abroad to sister church—this wasn’t done in Minnesota.

Another member said she had been a UU since the 1950s. “One thing I’ve latched onto is the UUs like to talk to each other — don’t need a topic in advance. I feel free to sit zazen. I like the freedom to get up and say something — don’t have to stay in one channel. I agree that WHW had a lot of freedom to speak out. I am free to explore whatever I want. I think unifying project would give us more occasions to listen to each other. Am exploring all paths as I seek the truth.”

Session ended with an announcement about the December 11 workshop. Attendees were asked to consider this question: How will we behave as a congregation and a faith community if we don’t understand each other?

